Light controls repair of materials
A team of German researchers led by chemists of the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin has developed a new
type of plastic coating, which can heal damages selectively by illumination with light. A heat-induced repair
of the material occurs where the damaged area has previously been illuminated with light of a specific color.
The promising results of this work have now been published in Nature Communications.
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Research and Testing in Berlin as well as the
Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht in Teltow have now
developed a smart plastic coating, in which light
focusses the thermal healing process to the damaged
locations only, without affecting the non-damaged parts.

